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Nativity Scene

after Beryl Cook

No one has told the child
he is
naked, so he stretches his absurd arms
toward floating cherubs. He is
huge, unnatural. His weighty thighs would cascade
over my hands if I tried to hold him,
though his mother looks unfazed,
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propping him on her knees as if oblivious
to messages of his divine
paternity. Everyone—angels, baby, mother—
flashes red hair, which I dislike, as I dislike
their blank expressions and poor
muscle tone. I chastise myself
for my harsh judgment, vow
to love at least the sheep, the hungry
ox, the curious donkey. Not one creature
gazes out toward me, solitary
observer, fearful
of their lighthearted play.
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