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Lightning Strikes the Dressing Room

I grab a pair of pants, try them on
and finger the waistband for give.
I’m a fish flopping on a cold, hard floor,
the Incredible Mr. Limpet who can’t find his feet.

The pants fit and don’t fit.
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I buy them, but they are not yet mine
until I do my thing, go to the place
I call home, take a tape measure

and old medicine bottle full of pins
then make my worldly mark.
Half the material will soon be cut away.
Imagine buying a bottle of beer

and dumping half out. It makes me shudder.
I picture the seamstress stifling a smile
when she sees me entering the store.
I’m her sugar daddy. The dwarf.

Three pair of pants. Forty dollars. See you Thursday.
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